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Natural resources exploitation is an essential condition for human 

existence and throughout the history of mankind humans have 

utilized natural resources to produce the materials they need to 

develop and sustain human populations. Nigeria is one of the 

developing countries that are endowed with a huge and vast array 

of natural resources in different states of the federation including 

Katsina State. This paper examines how the natural resources of 

the State can be harnessed to generate employment for the 

youths. Secondary sources of data generated through desk 

research from textbooks, conference papers, journal articles, 

environmental reports, magazines and internet sourced materials 

were used to generate data for the study. The natural resource of 

the state consists of atmospheric, mineral, vegetation and water 

resources that have not been fully harnessed to generate 

employment for a large number of teeming youths in the State. 

This is due mainly to various challenges faced in harnessing the 

natural resources of the State. It is recommended that these 

challenges should be overcome to enable the harnessing of these 

resources for youth employment generation. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Natural resources are any property of the natural or 
physical environment such as minerals or natural 
vegetation which are exploited by human beings to 
satisfy certain needs (Mayhew, 2007). Bellamy, (2007) 
defined natural resources as any natural wealth of a 
region or country consisting of air, land, forests, mineral 
deposits, water bodies and wild life. All those materials 
which are required by humans may be called as 
resources and out of all these items: certain basic 
ingredients are available in the biotic world .These 
naturally available resources are called natural resources 
(Garg et al., 2007). 

The four main types of natural resources are 
atmospheric, water, vegetation and mineral resources 
(the last two derived from land).  These are called 
resources because they are useful to man.  This means 
that every natural element found in the environment 
which is of use to man is a resource.  Gautam and 
Rostogi, (2002) define resources as features of the 
environment which are   considered   to   be   capable   of  

 
 

serving man’s needs.  They are given utility by 
capabilities and wants of man. Resources are a 
necessary ingredient for development to take place in 
any society or country. Mayhew, (2007) defines 
development as the use of resources to improve the 
standard of living of the people in a nation.  

The exploitation of natural resources is an essential 
condition for human existence and throughout the history 
of mankind, humans have utilized natural resources to 
produce the materials they need to develop and sustain 
human populations (Gutti et al., 2012). Nigeria is a 
country that is endowed with huge and vast array of 
natural resources such as crude oil, solid minerals, 
forests and wildlife, rivers and other water bodies 
including a coastal location (Okorofa, 2017). In addition 
the country has a total land area of about 923,700 square 
kilometers which is about one-seventh of the total 
mainland area of West Africa (Dingba and Adamu, 2007). 
These natural resources if properly harnessed could have 
made Nigeria among the developed countries of the world  
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(Okorafor, 2014).This development can be in form of  
industrial development that is centered on utilizing the 
natural resources to establish energy, mineral and agro-
allied industries that will generate employment for the 
youths. Youth employment generation refers to 
generating employment for young people between the 
ages of 16 to 35 years of age. This is the productive 
segment of the population that have to be gainfully 
employed for  a State or country to develop its own 
economy .Generation of employment for the youths will 
benefit the economy due to their productive potentials 
and will keep the youth away from social vices and 
criminal activities. According to the International Labour 
Organization (2019) today’s youths are the most 
educated generation ever but nonetheless they 
encounter difficulties in entering and remaining in the 
labour market. Opportunities for young people to find a 
job are bound by the state of the economy and the overall 
economic situation in a country. Katsina State based on 
the 2006 National Population Census figures was the 
fourth most populated State in the Federation with a 
population of 5,801,584. A large percentage of the 
populations are youths below the age of 35 years of age 
(AMW, 2009). Youth unemployment remains one of the 
most critical contemporary problems facing many States 
of the Federation including Katsina State (Haruna et al., 
2014).There is therefore the need to harness the natural 
resources of the State in order to generate employment 
for the teeming youths of the State. This is important so 
that the State can find means of generating employment 
for the citizens and in the process reduces the 
dependence on federal allocation. The aim of the paper is 
to examine how the natural resources of the State are 
harnessed to generate employment particularly for the 
youths. 
 
 
TYPES OF RESOURCES 
 
According to Tulu (2002), resources vary in character and 
some are more difficult to manage than others.  The 
following classification of type of resources is generally 
accepted and gives some indication of manageability. 
These types of resources can be seen on the (Table 1). 
 
 
Natural resource potentials of Katsina state 
 
Atmospheric Resources 
 
The atmosphere can be described as thin layer of 
odorless, colorless and tasteless gases held to the earth 
by force of gravity and it comprises a stable mixture of 
gases, the most important of which are nitrogen 
(78.08%), oxygen (20.94%), argon (0.93%) and carbon 
dioxide (0.03%), by volume of dry air (Ayaode,2011). 

Other minor gases present in the atmosphere   include 
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neon, helium, ozone, and water vapour. 

Atmospheric resources are useful to man in many 
ways. Oxygen supports human and animal life to exist 
and be sustained. Nitrogen, in combination with oxygen, 
water and sunlight provide food for plants.  Carbon 
dioxide is used by plants, together with water and 
sunlight, to manufacture food.  Water vapour is used to 
form rain that supply water for agricultural purposes.  The 
atmosphere serves as a medium for air transportation 
and also a medium of weather and climate which 
influence various human activities (Ladan, 2009). Katsina 
State based on the location of the State in the extreme 
northern part of the country has abundant sunshine which 
can be harnessed to develop solar energy for electricity 
generation or to power solar water pumps to supply water 
to the large number of rural population in the State. 
Besides solar energy there are also potentials for wind 
energy generation from the vast plains of the State where 
wind blow uninterrupted during the dry season of the 
year. Wind energy farms or mills can be developed to 
generate electricity that can even feed the national 
electricity grid of the country 
 
 
Mineral resources 
 
Minerals are naturally occurring inorganic substances, 
elements or compounds of two or more elements having 
a definite chemical composition and characteristic 
physical properties (Garg et al, 2007).They are natural 
concentration of materials which are useful to man and 
that can be tapped profitably as items of trade or raw 
materials to manufacture a product. They are valuable 
resources that are found buried in underground layers of 
the earth which means a method must be used to mine 
the minerals. 

In Nigeria, the major minerals are crude oil, coal, tin 
and iron ore.  Others are limestone, marble, and gold.  
These and other minerals are grouped into the following 
categories as can be seen on the (Table 2). 

From (Table 2) it can be observed that Nigeria has at 
least one among the four categories of minerals which 
are being exploited in commercial quantities and have 
given rise to the setting up of various industries in 
different parts of the country. Mineral resources since the 
1970s have contributed greatly to Nigeria’s export as 
crude oil and petroleum products have contributed 95% 
of export earnings (CIA, 2020).In fact, Nigeria is richly 
endowed with minerals and the country has a very high 
significant share in the world’s mineral market as a 
member of Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC).A greater percentage of the national 
budget is made based on the price of crude oil at the 
international market and hence Nigeria relies heavily on 
crude oil mining industry to fund  the federal budget and 
other aspects of economic development (Erhun, 2015). 

Katsina State has a lot of mineral potentials which   can 
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Table 1. types of resources and their chances of been managed. 
  
Types of Resources Definition, types and nature of the resources 

Continuous Resources These include solar energy, wind, gravity, tidal energy and geothermal energy.  These continue to be available and 
cannot be degraded even with gross mismanagement (possible exception is solar energy, the receipt of which could be 
affected by atmosphere pollution). 
 

Renewable Resources 
(Flow Resources) 

These include water, flora, fauna, soil and air.  These resources are potentially renewable and could be indefinitely 
available provided their capacity to regenerate is not damaged by natural catastrophe or human activities. 
 

Non-Renewable 
Resources (Stock 
Resources) 

These include many minerals and some ground waters.  These are available only in finite quantities or else the rate of 
renewal is so  slow, that they must be regarded as available only in fixed quantities. 
 
 

Human Resources These are knowledge, skills, technology, labour, market and management abilities of people and institutions.  They can 
fickle and are prone to breakdown or degradation yet can be continuous resources if well managed. 

Source: Tulu (2002). 
 
 

Table 2. Categories of mineral resources. 
 

 Category of mineral  Examples 

Mineral Fuels They include crude oil, coal, lignite, natural gas 
 

Metallic Minerals These mineral include iron ore, tin ore and non-ferrous metals such as bauxite, zinc, bronze, copper etc; 
 

Precious Metals These include gold, diamond, silver, gems etc. which are valued for their stability and beauty 
 

Industrial Minerals These include limestone, marble, gypsum, sand, gravel, feldspar, graphite etc 

Source  : Akintola (1983). 

 
 
be harnessed as resources to establish mineral 
processing industries. These mineral resources that are 
available include metallic minerals such as nickel, 
uranium, red iron oxide, gold, chromite and magnetite 
which are found at Funtua, Malumfashi, Sabuwa, 
Dandume, Bakori, Bindawa, Danja and Zango Local 
Government Areas (LGAs). These are not yet exploited 
but large reserves of some of the minerals have been 
discovered (RMRDC, 2009). 

The non-metallic minerals available in the State include 
asbestos, koalin, silica sand, gypsum, potash, mica, talc, 
mica, graphite, diamond, lateritic clay etc which are found 
in various LGAs. There are 3,400,000 tonnes of kaolin in 
Kankara LGA and 31,000,000 tonnes of asbestos in 
Sheme village of Faskari LGA which has being 
discovered while other minerals are not yet quantified 
(MOI, 1999).  

A study by Aminu et al (2020) has shown that the 
mineral potentials of Katsina State are enormous and 
developing the solid minerals can play an important role 
in accelerated economic and social growth in form of 
providing gainful employment and valuable technological 
job training.  

According to the study the metallic and non-metallic 
mineral deposits that are found in the State include 
asbestos, chromite, gold, kaolin, nickel, silica sand and 
uranium. These minerals if properly exploited and 
developed can provide fund for investment in other 
sectors of the economy and generate foreign exchange 
for the country (Aminu et al., 2020). 

Vegetation resources 
 
Vegetation resources are made up of forest and 
grassland products.  Vegetation resources are important 
to man as leaves, roots and barks collected from trees 
and shrubs provide food and are used for medicinal 
purposes. Also fruits and seeds are used as food and 
edible oil, forest woods are used as timber for 
construction purposes and as fuel wood for domestic 
source of energy.  Other products useful to man include 
fibers, latex and pulp which are also obtained from 
vegetation resources.  In addition to these, forest 
vegetation performs useful ecological functions by 
regulating climate, conserving soil and water resources 
as well as providing habitat for wild animals (Ladan, 
2009). In Nigeria, the forests are mainly in the southern 
parts while the grasslands are in the north with some 
forms of montane vegetation in the high plateau areas. In 
order to protect and manage areas of vegetation 
resources, several areas were set aside in different parts 
of the country as forest reserves, national parks, game 
reserves, communal forest areas, grazing reserves etc. In 
Katsina State, the southern part belongs to the northern 
Guinea savannah zone while the north belongs to the 
Sudan Savannah zone. The State Government has 
designate many areas of vegetation as forest reserve to 
conserve the vegetation resources for educational and 
socio-economic development. These forest reserves 
have over the years being subjected to encroachment 
and conversion to  different   uses   even   by   the   State  
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Table 3. Remaining forest reserves in Katsina State. 
 
Name of Forest reserve  Location Condition of the forest reserves 

Gurbin Baure forest reserve Jibia LGA  The forest is slightly degraded and a camp for Bandits 
 

Ruma-Kukar Jangarai forest reserve 
(Rugu forest) 

Batsari, Safana and Danmusa 
LGAs 

Large parts of the forest is deforested and a camping 
site for Bandits 
 

Dinja and Tudun Mani forest reserves Kankara LGA The forest is partially degraded and a camp for bandits 
Kogo forest reserve Faskari LGA The forest is moderately degraded and a camping sites 

for bandits 
 

Kamuku foresr reserve Dandume and Sabuwa LGAs. The forest is slightly degraded and a camp for Bandits 

Source Ladan (2020) 
 
 

Table 4. Water resources of Katsina State. 
 

Location of river or water body  Type based on water content 

Gada River All year round 
Tagwai River All year round 
Yeska River All year round 
Sabke River All year round 
Karadua River Seasonal  
Ajiwa Dam All year round 
Zobe Dam All year round 
Koza Dam All year round 
Kwanar Are Dam All year round 
Mairuwa Dam All year round 
Malumfashi Dam All year round 
Many small earth Dams Seasonal 

Source: Alo et al. (1998). 
 
Government as witnessed in the years 2006 and 2009 
when Kabakawa forest reserve in Katsina metropolis was 
converted to commercial and industrial layout (Ladan, 
2013). The remaining forest reserves and their conditions 
can be seen on the (Table 3). 
 
 
Water resources 
 
Water resources are the world’s most precious resource 
because it is life-supporting as all organisms require 
water for their existence and sustenance.  Water 
resources include all natural water in the earth, whether 
in the gaseous, liquid or solid forms.  Water bodies also 
contain plants, animals and materials that are valuable to 
man.  There are two types of water resources which are 
ground water and surface water. Ground water resources 
are waters that are available in the ground include natural 
springs, boreholes and wells. Surface water resources 
are waters that flow on the surface of the earth which 
includes rainwater, lakes, rivers, reservoirs, seas and 
oceans. The importance of water resources to man 
cannot be over emphasized.  These include provision of 
water for domestic use, agricultural production, fishing, 
transportation, industrial use, hydroelectric power, 
recreation and tourism, minerals etc. 

Nigeria is well endowed with abundant   natural   water 

resources in form of substantial annual rainfall, large 
bodies of surface water such as rivers, streams and 
lakes. There is also abundant ground water in form of 
boreholes, springs and wells whose availability has not 
been quantifies (Ezeabasili et al, 2014). Katsina State is 
within a hydrographically active region because the water 
resources and most of the rivers take their sources from 
the dissected basement complex plains and pediments at 
the center of the State and flows out of the State. For 
example the Gada and Bunsuru rivers take source from 
these plains and flow into Zamfara State to become 
tributaries of river Rima. The Sokoto River also takes its 
source from this same region before flowing out (Alo et 
al, 1998). These and other identifiable rivers and water 
bodies in the State are shown on the (Table 4).  
 
 
HARNESSING THE NATURAL RESOURCES FOR 
YOUTH EMPLOYMENT GENERATION 
 
Atmospheric resources 
 
Katsina State has being making efforts to harness the 
abundant atmospheric resources in form of high intensity 
and long hours of sunshine to produce solar energy. The 
Government of Ibrahim Shema (2007-2015) has entered 
into partnership with a German company by name Hellos  
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Table 5. Minerals in commercial quantities but not yet exploited. 
 
Minerals Estimate Location Exploitation 

Asbestos Reserve about 31,000 
tonnes 
 

Sheme, Faskari local government No exploitation yet 

Feldspar Large quantity Funtua, Safana, Faskari, Kurfi, Dutsinma local 
governments. 
 

No exploitation yet 

Marble Very large deposits Malumfashi and Jibia local governments No work done so far 
 

Mica Large quantity identified Batsari, Safana, Ingawa, Dandume local 
governments 
 

No work done so far 

Manganese 200,000 tonnes Bakori, Funtua local governments No work has been done so far 
 

Silica sand Very large quantity Batagarawa, Baure and zango local 
governments 

Some levels of exploitation have 
started. 

Source : Kankara (2010) 
 
 
Energy in November 2012 for the construction of 30 
megawatts solar energy farm at Kankia town Kankia LGA 
(The Smash, 2012). Furthermore solar powered 
boreholes were established as part of the Millennium 
Development Goals conditional grant projects in primary 
schools and maternal and child health care centers 
across the State (The Smash, 2012).The utilization of 
solar energy has continued presently with the 
construction of solar powered boreholes at Yar kutungu 
market by Katsina Local Government Council that was 
commissioned on 20

th
 March, 2020. In the case of wind 

energy, a 10 megawatts wind farm has been established 
at Lambar Rimi village in the year 2008 during the 
administration of Presidency Umaru Musa Yaradua (2007 
to 2010).The Federal Government Project is aimed at 
generating power through wind turbines in order to 
improve electricity supply for the actualization of constant 
power supply (Garba, 2014). However, the project was 
stalled after one of the officials was kidnapped by some 
unknown persons during the administration of President 
Goodluck Jonathan.  

Presently, there were renewed hopes of reviving and 
completing the project with the visit of the Minister of 
Power and Steel to the project site on 28

th
 February 2020 

(Sunday, 2020). Katsina State has not fully utilized her 
atmospheric resources to generate employment for the 
youths. There are abundant atmospheric resources such 
as solar and wind energy which were not properly 
harnessed as resources.  The State’s location within the 
tropics close to latitude 14°C enables her to possess 
abundant sunshine. The solar and wind energy can be 
harnessed to provide water supply to rural and urban 
areas, to cushion the current shortage of water supply in 
the State. 

Solar energy can also be harnessed to provide 
electricity to the people in view of the erratic supply form 
hydro and thermal sources with has hampered the growth 
of many small and medium scale enterprises in the State. 

Mineral resources 
 
Katsina State has being striving to harness the mineral 
deposits through establishing industries to exploit the 
minerals and turn them into finished products. One of 
such industries is the Kankara   Kaolin and 
Pharmaceutical Plant located at Kankara LGA and 
another industry based on mineral resources is the 
Industrial Minerals Development Company based in 
Katsina metropolis. Funtua Burnt Bricks is another 
industry that uses local raw materials to product burnt 
bricks for building purposes. Using the mineral resources 
of the State, the Government of Shema (2007-2015) has 
set up 28 paint Cottage industries and 20 Chalk Cottage 
industries at the cost of N135, 790.700. A total of 555 
youths were trained to work in the industries. In the paint 
industries, 332 are employed and 223 youths are 
employed to work at the chalk industries located in 
different parts of the State (The Smash, 2011). These two 
industries that were established are good examples of 
how the mineral resource base of the State was harness 
to provide employment to large number of youths. 
Katsina State has many mineral resources in commercial 
quantities that are not yet exploited to generate income 
and source of employment to the youths. These minerals 
can be seen on the (Table 5). From the table 5 it can be 
observed that Katsina State has mineral resources in 
commercial quantities but they are not yet exploited to 
serve as raw materials to industries that will generate 
employment to the youths. A study by Aminu et al. 
(2020), recommends that silica sands available at River 
Yargamji in Batagarawa LGA is suitable for the 
production of all types of soda-like glasses such as 
container, float, windscreen, fluorescent tubes etc. this is 
because the sand contains high percentage of SiO2  and 
it also yielded a clear glass. The study further 
recommends establishing glass manufacturing industries 
in Katsina State  not  only  to   utilize   the   abundant  raw 
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Table 6. List of some Dams in Katsina State and their productive potentials. 
 
 Name of Dam  Location  Capacity(Cu m) Land utilization 

  Zobe Dam Dutsinma 177m 150 hectares 
  Jibia Dam  Jibia 142m 3,450 hectares 
   Sabke Dam  Mai’adua 31.6m 1,000 (proposed) 
  Daberam Dam  Daura 30.1m 100 hectares 
  Gangara Dam Malumfashi 50m 50 hectares 
 Ajiwa Dam  Batagarawa 22m 100 hectares 
  Nasarawa    Jibia 29m 32 hectares 
   Dutsi Dam   Dutsi 25m 32 hectares 
   Mashi   Mashi 21.25 32 hectares 
 Saulawa Dam    Bindawa 29m 05 hectares 

Source: Zango and Rafindadi (2015) 
 
 
materials   but also to create more job opportunities for 
people within the area. 
 
 
Vegetation resources 
 
Several plans and attempts were made to harness the 
vegetation resources of Katsina State by successive 
administrations from the time of the creation of the State 
in 1987 to date. In 1999, with the return to democratic 
rule there was a plan to conserve the remaining animal 
and plant species in the State. This will be done through 
revival and rehabilitation of the degraded Giginya 
Plantation located between Kofar Durbi and Kofar Sauri 
in Katsina metropolis to enable for its conversion into a 
botanical and zoological garden (Alo et al., 1998). This 
project was to be carried out by a non-Governmental 
organization Campaign for Reforestation of Katsina State 
(CAREFOR) and the State Environmental Protection 
Agency (SEPA).The garden when established was 
expected to serve as source of revenue and generate 
employment. The project was however not given financial 
backing by the Government and as such could not take 
off. 

In the year 2005, the then administration of Governor 
Umaru Musa Yaradua came up with the idea of setting a 
Neem Seed Extraction Plant at a location presently 
opposite Sardauna Housing Estate with technical 
assistance of an Indian company. This project was meant 
to utilize the seeds of the most common tree species in 
the State which is neem or azadirachta indica for the 
manufacture of neem fertilizers, oils and other products 
similar to what is obtained in India. Some observers saw 
this project as feasible considering the fact that the 
extraction plant was then located inside Kabakawa forest 
reserve, a reserve whose dominant tree species was the 
neem tree whose seed serves as the raw materials. The 
extraction plant started production of the oils and fertilizer 
which was even distributed to Ota farms in Ogun State 
but by the year 2007, the technical partners withdrew and 
the management of the plant was handed over to local 
entrepreneurs who could not continue production. In 
Katsina State, there are many areas of forest that are set 

aside as forest reserves and they also served as grazing 
reserves where youths involved in cattle rearing rear their 
cattle which has improved the livestock industry in the 
State. The trees in the State are utilized for traditional 
medicine, to cure some common ailments prevalent in 
the local areas. A cottage industry for the manufacturing 
of the traditional medicines has been established at 
Lambar Riimi village Rimi LGA. Some youths have being 
employed to sell the medicine along major roads at 
Charanchi, Kankia and Katsina metropolis. Presently 
there is rapid depletion of the vegetation resources of the 
State and a significant factor leading to the rapid 
depletion of vegetation resources is the cutting of 
vegetation for fuel wood.  A large percentage of people 
especially in rural areas, depend on vegetation for source 
of energy. 
 
 
Water resources 
 
The water resources of Katsina State have being 
harnessed through creation of small .medium and large 
scale dams which provide water during the dry season for 
irrigation purposes. This is important as the rainfall 
pattern in the State is seasonal which means farmers can 
only produce crops during the rainy season. But the 
various dams in the different parts of the State are being 
harnessed to produce both food and cash crops for 
during the dry season when there is no rainfall. Most of 
the people engaged in the irrigation farming are the 
youths who have been  gainfully employed through the 
irrigation farming without these dams some of the youths 
have no alternative than to migrate to southern Nigeria in 
search of dry season part time jobs. A study by Ladan 
(2016) on harnessing small scale dams for improving 
agricultural productivity: case study of Mashi earth dam 
showed that a sizeable percentage of the irrigation 
farmers are youths from Mashi town and the surrounding 
settlements. Some of the dams in the State can be seen 
on the (Table 6). From the table 6 it can be observed that 
the dams have different storage capacity and the land 
utilized for irrigation purposes also differs. The condition 
of some of the dams such as Zobe, Sabke  and   Jibia   is  
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excellent, some of the dams such as Mashi and Dutsi the 
conditions are good while others such as Daberam and 
Saulawa dam are heavily silted and need rehabilitation 
for effective utilization (Zango and Rafindadi, 2015). Most 
of the dams across the State have not being fully utilized 
for irrigation purposes to generate employment for the 
large number of youths in the State. For example the 
Zobe dam has not been put to any economic use except 
for the abandoned Songhai Agricultural project of the 
Shema administration. Recent development has revealed 
that the Songhai Project has being leased to Dangote 
Group of Companies who are yet to commence any work 
on the project. 

The Federal Government has recently come to assist 
the State to harness the water resources by 
reconstructing some dams to provide adequate water for 
irrigation farming .An example here is the Maska earth 
dam in Funtua LGA which was handed over to the State 
Government in August 2018.Also the Federal 
Government has completed  Sabke dam water supply 
and irrigation project in Mashi and Mai’adua LGAs that 
was started by the defunct Petroleum Special Trust Fund 
(PTF) in 1996 and later abandoned but completed in the 
year 2018..Another Federal Government dam project is 
the Dallaje dam in Bindawa LGA whose construction 
started in the year 2010 and the project work is still 
ongoing presently in the year 2020. 

 
 

CHALLENGES BEING FACED IN HARNESSING THE 
NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE STATE 
 
There are certain challenges that are facing the utilization 
of the natural resources of the State 
These challenges have to be overcome in order to 
ensure effective utilization of the natural resources to 
generate employment for the large number of youths in 
the State. These challenges include: 
 
(i) Uncompleted projects such as the Lambar Rimi 10 
megawatts project which started in the year 2008 during 
the Yar’adua Administration but has not being completed 
up till the year 2020.. 
(ii) Inadequate exploitation of some natural resources 
such as mineral resources which have not been fully 
explored and exploited for the benefit of establishing 
industries. 
(iii) Over exploitation of vegetation resources with the 
result that its full utilization has become difficult 
particularly exploiting the potentials of the forest reserves 
to establish holiday or tourist resorts. 
(iv) Underutilization of water resources as some of the 
large scale dams such as the Zobe dam have not being 
put to effective usage despite the large amount of money 
expended on the project. 
(v) Execution of shoddy contracts that involved water 
resources projects such as the completion  of  the  Sabke 

 
 
 
 
dam project and rehabilitation of the Daberam dam. 
(vi) Delay in the completion of some projects that are 
meant to harness water resources and one of the 
examples is the Dallaje dam project in Bindawa LGA 
which has presently taken 10 years under construction 
but the project has not being completed for the benefit of 
the people. 
(vii) Abandoning of some projects that have been started 
and results have shown that the projects are viable .One 
of such projects is the Katsina Neem Seed Extraction 
Plant that was abandoned  after it was handed over to 
local entrepreneurs. Another project that was abandoned 
after acquiring the land area is the 30 megawatts Solar 
Energy Farm at Kankia that was initiated in the year 2012 
but work on the project site never started. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Katsina State has abundant natural resources in form of 
atmospheric, mineral, vegetation and water resources 
that can be harnessed to develop the State and provide 
employment to the people particularly the youths. 
Presently the level of exploitation of these natural 
resources can be described as low and as such the State 
has not benefited from its vast natural resources that are 
found in different locations .The population of the State 
has been growing at a rapid rate which means more 
people especially the youths will need to be gainfully 
employed to become useful citizens of the State. It is 
therefore necessary to find means of generating 
employment to the large number of the youths and one 
sure alternative is to harness the natural resources of the 
State. The State Government should further enhance and 
develop its human capital resources through higher 
education and training to transform the natural resource 
into economic wealth for the benefit of generating 
employment for the youths. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(i) The Federal Government should complete the Lambar 
Rimi 10 megawatts electricity project which when 
completed can provide employment to the youths and the 
project is hoped to increase the amount of electricity that 
is supplied to Katsina State which can boost small scale 
businesses. 
(ii) The Federal and State governments should continue 
the rehabilitation of the dams that need to be rehabilitated 
in line with this, only construction companies that are 
credible should be contracted to carry out such contracts. 
(iii) The State Government should carry out afforestation 
and reforestation exercises in order to regain the lost 
vegetation resources of the State such as wildlife  
(iv) The State Government should carry out a geological 
surveys aimed at prospecting for minerals in order to find  
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out the minerals that are available in commercial 
quantities for effective exploitation. 
(v) The State Government should   place emphases on 
the issue of prospecting and exploitation of the abundant 
natural resources of the State with a view to harness 
them towards generating employment to the large 
number of youths in the State. 
(vi) The State Government should support and 
encourage indigenous technology in order to properly 
harness the available natural resources in the State. 
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