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This research work dwells on the prospects and challenges 

of historical sites in tourism development. A study of 

Zungeru historical sites, in Niger State shows that Zungeru 

is blessed with numerous historical properties of tourism, 

research and educational significance to the state and the 

country at large. However, despite its unique value and 

history, the sites were not given attention for the 

development, promotion and adequate conservation of 

their noteworthy properties.   The study identifies various 

historical sites in Zungeru, examines the current 

developmental status of the sites and investigates the 

growth potentials as well as ascertained the challenges 

associated with the development of the sites.  Primary 

source of data collection was employed through the use of 

questionnaire as data collection instrument. Niger State 

Tourism Board, Wushishi Local Government Tourism 

Committee, tourists who visited the site and residents 

constituted the study population from which samples of 

130 respondents were drawn for the research.  Meanwhile, 

only 114 questionnaires were retrieved and utilized for 

analysis.  The result shows that all the identified historical 

sites were available at the study area, ranging from the 

railway relics, and military cantonment among others. It 

was further deduced that the sites were not developed and 

relevancy of the relics, cultural background of the sites, 

prevailing excitement by visitors and others were 

acknowledged as prospects of the sites.  The challenges 

associated with the growth and development of the sites 

included poor management effort by the concerned 

agencies, inadequate funding, inadequate awareness 

creation and others. Conclusively, Zungeru houses several 

historical sites of noteworthy values but all the sites were 

in a poor state of development as a result of the lack of 

funding and poor community attitude towards the sites, 

among other factors.  Finally, recommendations were made 

to include development of the site by concerned agencies; 

sensitization and orientation exercise should be carried out 

to educate the public. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Tourism industry has witnessed phenomenal growth 
across the world which has had a symbolic impact on 
Nigeria; with the launch of 1990 National Tourism Policy 
in a bid to develop its tourism industry.   More so, every 
year substantial percentage of the world population travel 
on unrestricted movements both within the country and 
outside.  Indeed, this   growth  has   brought   about   high  

 
 
 
employment worldwide, increasing wealth of nations, 
improving balance of payments and as a veritable tool of 
human development (Ndajiya et al., 2014). Tourism has 
no doubt wage enormous economic and environmental 
impacts on all sphere of the society to become one of the 
fastest growing industries globally and this is only 
possible by neutralizing its major challenges and indeed,  
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harnessed its growth potentials (Abdulkadir and Aliyu, 
2013).  Therefore, with the revolution in tourism industry 
both the government and private entrepreneurs have 
started to optimize the opportunities of attracting tourists 
to their country in other to explore these numerous 
potentials that are inherent in tourism industry through 
resources conservation and development. 

Cultural heritage and historical sites constitute an 
important asset for local development. The growth 
potentials (prospects) imbedded in such assets could be 
harnessed through proper utilization and conservation 
management.  Murzyn, (2008) affirms that their resource 
values depend on how the contemporary society uses 
them as social, economic or political resources and were 
able to overcome the critical challenges associated with 
its management. Akinbamijo and Alakinde, (2013) opines 
that such assets especially in the developed nation have 
always enjoyed public concern such that they enjoy 
statutory protection that aid their conservation and 
growth. The statutory provisions influence their 
maintenance and minor adaptation works. This protection 
could be enhanced through legislation and 
acknowledging community involvement in the 
management of the historical resources for future 
utilization particularly to developing countries like Nigeria. 
However, Abhas et al. (2010) opines that historical site 
encompasses historic urban areas, cultural landscapes 
(tangible heritage which include natural and cultural site) 
and even living dimensions of heritage and all aspects of 
the physical and spiritual relationship between human 
societies and their environment (intangible heritage) and 
are confronted with managerial challenges that serves as 
major constraint to their conservation and growth. 

Historical properties and sites has tremendous benefit 
to communities in diverse manners, as it reflect their 
origin, culture, traditions and by extension a basis for 
research, excitement and other social and economic 
endeavor.  Zungeru is blessed with numerous historical 
properties of tourism, research and educational 
significance to the state and the country at large. These 
properties range from cemetery of colonial masters and 
prominent Nigerians, Tafawa Balewa relics, military 
cantonment and so on.  The presence of such properties 
coupled with the history of the community as one time 
‘seat of government’ makes it a unique place where 
individuals within and outside wishes to visit.  It is 
perhaps, a place every individual will appreciate. 
Meanwhile, despite its unique value and history, these 
noteworthy properties were not given attention the 
development, promotion and adequate conservation. The 
prospects (growth potentials) and likewise challenges of 
these historical sites are issues of great concern and 
remarkable memories to the present and future 
generations. Moreover, efforts at developing 
infrastructure to support tourism are highly insignificant 
and even recent efforts by the successive governments 
are concentrated in   the   urban    areas    of    the    state  

 
 
 
 
(Briedenham and Wickens, 2004). However, this study 
was designed to identify various historical sites in 
Zungeru, examine the current developmental status of 
the sites and investigate the growth potentials as well as 
to ascertain the challenges associated with the 
development of the sites. It is believed that the findings 
will provide meaningful information on the status of the 
sites, their endowed growth potentials as well as 
challenges confronting the sites, as this will be useful to 
the stake holders, future researchers and policy makers 
in making inferences and as well designing suitable 
policies for future consumption. 
 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
The study population comprised of the Niger State 
Tourism Board, Wushishi Local Government Tourism 
Committee, tourists who visited the sites and the 
residents of Zungeru community.  130 questionnaires 
were administered and equally retrieved and used for 
data analysis. Two methods of data collection were used 
in the study.  First was the use of primary data in form of 
questionnaire administered among the study population. 
Purposive sampling method was used in the selection of 
respondents from the Niger State Tourism Board, 
Wushishi Local Government Tourism Committee as well 
as the elites, District Heads and traditional title holders, 
while convenient sampling method was used in the 
selection of tourists, visitors and residents of the 
community. Meanwhile, 100 questionnaires were 
administered to the visiting tourists and residents, 20 
questionnaires were administered to the Staff of Niger 
State Tourism Board, 7 questionnaires to the Local 
Government Tourism Committee and 3 questionnaires for 
traditional leaders. Data generated were subjected to 
simple percentage method of analysis with the aid of 
SPSS and results were presented in tables for easy 
understanding. 
 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Table 1 reveals the available historical sites in Zungeru 
Community.  Majority of the respondents (99.12%) 
acknowledged the existence of burial sites of colonial 
masters and soldiers, while the least respondents 
(88.59%) confirmed the existence of relics of Tafawa 
Balewa Properties and others included Military 
Cantonment (97.36%), the railway relics (94.37%) and 
grave of Dr. Nnamdi Azikwe (92.98%). This information 
confirmed the uniqueness of Zungeru community in terms 
of historical assets. The community is blessed with 
historical sites of great significance in this contemporary 
society. From Table 2, it was deduced that the whole 
historical sites in Zungeru community were not developed 
with 84.21% of the respondents attested to this fact, while  
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Table    1111.... Historical Sites in Zungeru Community 

 
Variables Available Not Available 

The railway relics 108 (94.73) 6 (5.26) 
Military cantonment 111 (97.36) 3 (2.63) 
Relics of Tafawa Balewa properties (e.g. radio) 101 (88.59) 13 (11.40) 
Burial site of colonial masters and soldiers 113 (99.12) 1 (0.87) 
Grave of Dr. Nnamdi Azikwe 106 (92.98) 8 (7.01) 

 
 

Table 2.... Developmental status of the sites. 

 
Options Frequency Percentage 

Developed  3 2.63 
Developing 15 13.15 
Not developed 96 84.21 

 
 

Table 3. Prospects of Zungeru historical sites for tourism development. 
 

Variables 
Strongly  
Agree (%) Agree (%) 

Undecided 
(%) 

Disagree 
(%) 

Strongly  
Disagree 
(%) Mean Ranking  

Relevancy of the relics 39 (34.21) 41 (35.96) 24 (21.05) 8 (7.02) 2 (1.75) 3.94 4
th
 

 
Cultural background of the site 41 (35.96) 58 (50.88) 6 (5.26) 9 (7.89) 0 (0.00) 4.15 2

nd
 

 
Prevailing excitement by visitors 38 (33.33) 61 (53.51) 11 (9.65) 4 (3.51) 0 (0.00) 4.17 1

st
 

 
Facilities/attractiveness of the site 40 (35.09) 55 (48.25) 2 (1.75) 17 (14.91) 0 (0.00) 4.04 3

rd
 

 
Current patronage level 14 (12.28) 51 (44.74) 24 (21.05) 10 (8.77) 15 (13.16) 3.34 7

th
 

 
Managerial ability (activities of the tour 
guides) 14 (12.28) 38 (33.33) 43 (37.72) 17 (14.91) 2 (1.75) 3.39 6

th
 

 
Others  11 (9.65) 48 (42.11) 42 (36.84) 10 (8.77) 3 (2.63) 3.47 5

th
 

 
Source: Field survey 2016 
Note: from the mean, 3+1 is a positive result, while 3-1 is a negative result. 

  
 

Table    4.4.4.4. Challenges Associated with the growth and development of the historical sites. 

 

Variables 
Very  
Severe (%) 

Severe  
(%) 

Undecided  
(%) 

Minor 
 (%) 

Very 
Minor  
(%) 

Mean Ranking  

Poor attitude of the community 33 (28.95) 33 (28.95) 15 (13.16) 20 (17.54) 13 (11.40) 3.46 4
th
 

Poor management effort by the 
concerned agencies (e.g. Tourism 
Board) 

43 (37.72) 39 (34.21) 22 (19.30) 8 (7.02) 2 (1.75) 3.99 1
st
 

Inadequate awareness creation 17 (14.91) 57 (50.00) 22 (19.30) 11 (9.65) 7 (6.14) 3.58 3
rd
 

Poor accessibility to the sites 18 (15.79) 31 (27.19) 24 (21.05) 26 (22.810 15 (13.16) 3.10 7
th
 

Absence of competent personnel (tour 
guides) 

8 (7.02) 38 (33.33) 40 (35.09) 16 (14.04) 12 (10.53) 3.12 6
th
 

Inadequate/lack of funding 37 (32.64) 48 (42.11) 19 (16.67) 8 (7.02) 2 (1.75) 3.96 2
nd

 

Others  16 (14.04) 31 (27.19) 39 (34.21) 18 (15.79) 10 (8.77) 3.22 5
th
 

Source: Field survey 2016 
Note: from the mean, 3+1 is a positive result, while 3-1 is a negative result. 

 
 
13.15% of the respondents acknowledged that the sites 
were developing and the least respondents of 2.63% 

confirmed that the sites were developed. This finding 
could be attributed to the neglect   of   the   sites   by   the  
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appropriate authorities. Absence of accessibility and poor 
conservation facilities and techniques could be sound 
reasons behind their development. Table 3 revealed the 
growth potentials (prospects) of the historical sites in 
Zungeru community. Majority of the respondents 
acknowledged that cultural background of the sites and 
prevailing excitement by visitors were the major growth 
potentials of the sites with 86.84% of the respondents 
each, while the least growth potential as confirmed by the 
respondents was managerial ability with 45.61%.  the rest 
included facilities/attractiveness of the sites, relevance of 
the relics, current patronage level and “Others” (i.e. other 
growth potentials not mentioned) with 83.34%, 70.17%, 
57.02% and 51.76% respectively. Zungeru would be a 
better destination if the above growth potentials could be 
harnessed for optimal utilization and perhaps, 
conservation. The community will also benefit to a greater 
extent if these potentials were fully harnessed and 
exploited. 

Table 4 reveals the challenges associated with the 
growth and development of the historical sites.  The 
major problem as confirmed by majority of the 
respondents was inadequate/lack funding of the site with 
74.57% while the least problem as indicated from the 
table was absence of competent personnel with 40.35%.  
The rest included poor management effort by the 
concerned agencies (e.g. Tourism Board), inadequate 
awareness creation, poor attitude of the community, poor 
accessibility to the site and “Others” (i.e. other problems 
not mentioned) with 71.93%, 64.91%, 57.9%, 42.94% 
and 41.23% respectively. This signifies that the whole 
challenges indicated existed in the community. 
Overcoming the problems will make the community a 
befitting destination to visit. 
 

 
Conclusions and recommendations 

 
Arising from the research findings, it was concluded that: 
All the identified historical sites in Table 2 were available 
in Zungeru as confirmed by a significant portion of the 
respondents.  In the same development the whole 
historical sites were not developed as indicated in Table 
3. It was further deduced from the research findings that 
the study area has enough growth potentials to include 
cultural background of the site, relevance of the relics, 
current patronage level and so on.  Moreover, the sites 
are facing numerous challenges associated with their 
growth and development, among which included, 
inadequate/lack of funding (as the major problem), poor 
management effort by concerned agencies, inadequate 
awareness creation (i.e. to the outside world), and poor 
attitude of the community and so on.  Based on the 
results in Table 2 above, Zungeru residents have full 
knowledge of the earlier highlighted historical sites in 
their community. Despite their knowledge of the available  
 

 
 
 
 
historical sites, their attitude towards the development of 
the sites is not appealing as indicated in Table 4 above: 
 
(i) Measures should be employed by concerned agencies 
towards developing the entire historical sites to 
accelerate patronage and perhaps tourism benefits. 
(ii) The growth potentials of the sites as indicated in Table 
4 should be given priority as they constitute the elements 
upon which the growth and development of the sites 
depends. 
(iii) Concerned agencies should adopt all possible 
measures in eliminating or reducing to a greater extent 
the problems associated with the growth and 
development of the sites. 
(iv) Sensitization and orientation programs should be 
embarked upon in order to educate and orient the 
residents on the significance of developing historical sites 
(transformation of their attitudes). 
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